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Maſter H' LEES. in Parlia- 


men, upon.the reading ofthe Petition 


and proteltation of the1z. -Byhops 
fince Committed tothe Tower 
on Thurſeday the zoth, 
of December. 
1641, 


+ Je Spealer, aJt | 
His Petition and Proteſtation of che Bi- 
"ſhips, preſenred, to;his Majeſtic, is the 
cheifeſubie&.of our eretent debaze;, I de- 
ficeander the favour of this Honorahle Houſe, 
to ſpcake ſomewhat concerning the ſame, and in 
ſpeaking thereof I ſhall obſerve the perſans thar 
delydad it,the ſubictand matter conteinedin the 
{ame ; rhe dangerous: cies that are likely to fol- 
low therenpon it it bee nor ſuddently prevented , 
on lafly their crime in making aqd deluding 
__- 
 - Figſt Aafter Speaker, , cncerning the: perions 
Acars of this txagody, Yb wean, amp 
Ha, Jean 4 of their ſtile p 
c to-hex mea of God, Fathers 0 Te 
» Sraret, { 008 vazing & or Ne- 


_ rtcors) 


r ahd cSnverſitien'd A 
God, with pi ery and gqdlines, for theſe Men. 
Maſter Speaker, the hinderers of the peace and 
yuiet of the Kingdomby chant vicatt, for 
Biſhops Covapqns (6 wellas teachers of the 
-people of God)to inftrut, admoniſh; rebuke, re- 
prove, and correRevill doers inthe Clergy;, for 
theſe I ſay not onely ta gogvey , and, winke at fi. 
perſtirion, Innovations, and ceremonics introdu. 
ced iutothe Church, by the inferiour and ſcanda. 
lous Miniſters, but to Amnimate and ir courage 
them in thcir evill praQiles , nay not contented 
therewith, but themſelves to Innovate Religion, 
corrupt the true and Orthodox doftrine of the 
Church, to attempr, to jntice and draw the minds 
of Peetes, Nobles and great officers of State , rity 
his moſ ſacred Majeſty, to favour their indeavours 
and defignes , ſhew theneplainely to be the In- 
ſtruments of the devill, ſerving to increaſe and 
build his Kingdome, to the decay of the propaga- 
tion of the Goſpell ; and the Kingdome of Chriſt, 
"ro whom they would ſermeto bexdevored, thefe 
corrupt officers and Miniſters Maſter Speaker, 
both in Church and State, haue, produced thefe 
corrupt and dangerous times, this it is that makes 
religion ſeeme vile, and haxefull ro moſt men, 
thist is Maſter Speaker that Raines their funRi- 
; on,of it felfe uncorrupted (facred) this changes 
their names of being called men of God, to 
men ſervingonely the devill, if Fathersand nurſes 


+... "ofthe Chute, prove the bertayers of the Church, 
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woetd that Fotke of whom" Chriſt is the heap) 
Heangy IceePal 35 the Tilt wee motif tet 
by g16eatchange "and alrctations in a ſtate, to inſue; 
if the lights of the Church be puf out ;.or put ous 
theraſelves;-or be hid an appearenot , how is is 
likely the Children of God ſhould, ſee ro walke in 
the 11ghr way , Iffaltbe corrupt and purrified and 
thereby looſerth irs ſavour,whart profitterh ir for the 
uſe of man, you know the Phraſe well enough. 
Then-Maſter Speaker to conclude theſe: perſons 
(that have had all rheſeritles) that have (as we have 
proved by wocfull experience, ſhamed themſclves, 
complyable to all the defcas that are thus diſhq- 
-novrable to their denominazions)are as I under fa- 
yur conceive alrogerher uvſit, and unworthy co 
beare them any longer. 

2 Now Maſter Speaker 1 come in the - Second 
place tothe ſubie& of their Pcrition and Prote(a- 
tion, which is of moſt dangerous Conſequence, 
being altogether treacherous, both againſt his 
moſt ſacred Majeſtic his Royall Queene and Princ- 
ly Progeny, his righrfull Throanc- ſcared onec all 
his Maicſhies Kingdomes, againſt the Fun amen- 
ta'llawes of this Kingdome and all other ſtatuts 
and lawes made for the good: Gouernmenet therof 
by the: wiſdome ofhis Maicſtie and his great and- 
- wife Couucell of tare, againſt the Priuiledges of 
Parliament and the free Prootogs therof, And 
againſt all his Maieſties Loyall ſubiects that arc 
true and goodProreſtants, - 


2 Thirdly the dangerbus,effe&s of this their , 


Malitious and traiterous actions arecaſic to be 
at 
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» By this meanes the diviſion betweene the 
ano kojiderany be ncrealeg,\the Lozds| moſt of 
them tavonring heir cauſe, thereby keeping them 
frot comming to triall —_ our accuſations of 
them for their haynous Crimes Commited by 
them. 
2 Ifthey proceed in their intentions, jt may 
ve the Mae cauſe of ſetting an Irreconcile- 
able diviſion berwene the King _ his Leig people 
who deſire ther grevance may be redreſt aud all 
Malefa&ors delinquents receiue Condigne pa- 
niſhment for their miſdeeds both in Church and 
tate, And eſpecially the Biſhops accuſed whom 
they Conceane to haue bine the principell incen- 
darres bcerwene Scotland and us, G:cat tavorers of 
the dangerons Rebellionin Ireland, cheife Actors 
in Innovating our Religion, & the greateſt oppreſ- 
fors of Parlfamemaric proſcedings. - | 

3 Bythis attethpt the Romith faRtion will be 
much imbouldened to put in practiſe their wicked 

| plorrs iuarly nowin Kiran amongſt them. 

4 Ir may cavſe great uproares and turtwlts in 
rhe Ciry, and about (hoo (of ofthe Cirtizeris 
who are akogether ſet again Bith 

5. Itwill be a great incouragemcnt4o fatraigne 
Princesthatare diſaffected , and private enemies 
tothis Stare, rfecing any deans berweene our 
ſelves) toput in practife ſymc crous defigne 
againſt Awol Kingdome. Wn 

6. Laſtly, will diſable us for continuall ply 

of aydcinto Ireland to app 16 the rebellionthere. 

'_ * = 4. Tcomenow(Maſtcr Speaker): the fourth 
F laſt thing I intimate to you concerning thjs 
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Peticion, andehat is whas fault rhey have commit- 

red, in- and dclivering the ſame, my op- 

iuj0n.is Maſter, Speaker , that they arc guilty of 
ightreaſong .. 1 will give you a few i and 
rounds of this my opinion , and then humbly 
cane it to the further Conſideration of this Ho- 
nourable houle. 10% l | | 
To protect 7 the proſcedings of a free Pars 
liament is adi high treaſon in the tenth year 
of Edw; the ſecond,by the Parliament holden then 
at Weſtrinfler where the Biſhop of Yorke the Dake 
of Suffolke, and others pf that conſpiracy, prareſt. * / 
ing againſt the proceedings of the parliament for 
their A —_ and placeing the Commicinors 
about che King forthe Government ofthe King- 
dome for one yeare, were adiudged Guilty of high © 

ome baniſh» 


treaſon and ſome of them Executed, 
edand he reſt fleed. 

2. To endeavour to ſubvert the fundamenitall 
Lawesof the _ , Fe Siege, high trea- 
fon in the Earle of $ ds Cale, mycxampleof 
Strafford take this preſent Parliament, and to pro- 
reſtor incenſe the King by petition, or otherwiſe 
againſt che proceedings of Parliament; (which is 
aconſtitution of Government, found to be the an- 
ninenteſt of this Nation, andthe onely mcanes to 
preſerve and defend the fundamental Lawes of 
this Kingdome the powerfull councell of indica. 
cature,to puniſh all delinquents in the governmenr 
thereof, andthe breakers,and infringers of the laws 
of this land,) is to ſubyert the fundamentall lawes, 
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bitrary way of government was likewiſe by this .. 


Parliament adiudged high treafon in the Earle of 


Scraffords caſe, to proteſt ogginR Soy y 
" : 


proſeedings, is to hinge « 


ment andtointroduce an Atbirtary 'andritar (call 
formeof Gouernment; 'for theſe reaſons.I con- -: 


ceive Maſter Speaker theſe Biſhops that have 


fizned this petition and proteſtagionare' gailticaf” * 


, . 


high treaſon. 


And my humble motion, is wee may ſendu ro | 


theLords to accuſe them Perticularly andwirh alt 


Convenient ſpeed make ready a Charge or Im- . * 


treaſon againſt then. 4" 
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